
We are very  pleased to highlight NEO-The 
Conference for Neonatology 2010 in this 
special edition of  Neonatology Today.  NEO 
began four years ago as an evolution of  the 
former Management of the Tiny Baby Con-
ference into what is now one of  the major 
annual meetings in newborn medicine. This 
year’s meeting looks like one of  the best to 
date, with a wide range of  themes that will 
touch upon many of  the most critical and 
controversial issues affecting the practice of 
neonatology  in the rapidly  changing envi-
ronment of health care.

As many  of  you are already  aware, begin-
ning in 2010, the Maintenance of  Certifica-
tion Program of  the American Board of  Pedi-
atrics will be in four parts, with Part Four 
being devoted to the demonstration of  mean-
ingful participation in quality  improvement. 
So that conference participants  can better 
appreciate the methodology  of  CQI, 
Wednesday,  February  10th, will be devoted 
to a full day  Pre-Conference Session on this 
timely  issue. Led by  Dan Ellsbury,  MD, and 
Robert Ursprung, MD, two national leaders in 
neonatal CQI, this pre-conference session is 
ideally  suited to preparing the clinician for 
understanding and developing sound quality 
improvement initiatives in the NICU. Dr.  
Ellsbury  and Dr. Alan Spitzer are also cur-

rently  editing the June issue of  Clinics in 
Perinatology, which will be devoted to CQI in 
neonatal medicine.

The main conference starts on Thursday, 
February  11th, 2010, and runs through Sun-
day, February  14th.  Major themes of  the 
meeting include: 
• Early Decisions in NICU Management
• Medicolegal Aspects of Neonatal          

Medicine
• Nagging Issues in the NICU - The Things 

That Drive You Crazy
• Newer Technologies and Therapies
• Controversial Therapies in Neonatal Care
• Ethical Aspects of Newborn Medicine. 

Each of  these sessions has many  of  the 
foremost experts in the country  addressing 
the topics for which they  have become re-
nowned. 

One of  the other unique features of  the NEO 
Conference is our annual “Legends of  Neo-
natology” Awards (see page 11).  Starting in 
2007 at the first NEO Conference, we have 
made an effort to acknowledge and show our 
appreciation to some of  the most legendary 
figures in the history  of  neonatology. This 
year’s honorees will be Dr. George Gregory, 
MD, who performed much of  the pioneering 
work in neonatal lung diseases, but  who is 
most highly  regarded for his development of 
Continuous Posit ive Airway Pressure 
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(CPAP), and John Clements, MD, one of  the true pioneers of 
lung physiology  and metabolism and the discoverer of  Surfac-
tant. Their contributions dramatically  changed the care of  the 
neonate and are the reasons why  Respiratory  Distress Syn-
drome, once virtually  synonymous with death, now has a sur-
vival rate that exceeds 90% in virtually  all NICUs. Dr.  Spitzer 
will review the history  leading up to the contributions of  these 
“Legends,” and show how their work has become the founda-
tion upon which much of  modern newborn medicine is built. 
This night is always a special event and a highlight  of  the meet-
ing that attendees should not miss!

This year’s event  at the spectacular new Bonnet Creek Resort 
in Orlando will be one of  the leading educational programs of 
the year in neonatology. We very  much hope that you can join 
us and promise you an experience that you will not forget.

See you in Orlando!
NT
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Senior Vice President and Director, Center for Research and 
Education
Pediatrix Medical Group
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Alan_Spitzer@pediatrix.com

~on behalf of the NEO Planning Committee~

“Starting in 2007 at the first NEO                
Conference, we have made an effort to   
acknowledge and show our appreciation  
to some of the most legendary figures in 
the history of neonatology. This year’s 
honorees will be Dr. George Gregory, MD, 
who performed much of the pioneering 
work in neonatal lung diseases, but who is 
most highly regarded for his development 
of Continuous Positive Airway Pressure 
(CPAP), and John Clements, MD, one of  
the true pioneers of lung physiology and 
metabolism and the discoverer of             
Surfactant.”

Visit www.NeonatologyToday.net to listen to a Podcast by Dr. 
Spitzer on the upcoming NEO 2010 Conference

http://www.neoconference.com/
http://orlandohealth.com/winniepalmerhospital/Index.aspx
http://www.med.ufl.edu/
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Wednesday Session
 February 10, 2010

Pre-Conference CQI Day (Optional)

The Case for Quality Improvement - Dan Ellsbury, MD

CQI Workshop I: Getting Started - Pediatrix CQI Team
• Creating a CQI Team
• Selecting a Project
• Realistic Goal Setting 

CQI Workshop II: Measurement & Analysis - Pediatrix CQI 
Team
• Developing Outcome, Process and Balancing Measures
• Using CQI Databases
• Using Run Charts and Statistical Process Control Charts 

CQI Workshop III: Change - Pediatrix CQI Team
• Change Concepts
• Designing Change Packages
• PDSA Cycles: Testing Changes 

CQI Workshop IV: CQI Projects - Pediatrix CQI Team
• Improving Nutrition
• Decreasing Central Line Associated Infections
• Improving NICU Medication Use
• Decreasing Ventilator Use and Improving Nasal CPAP Use
• Avoiding Delivery Room Hypothermia

CQI Reception for Pre-Conference Attendees

Pediatric CQI Medical Team: Dan Ellsbury, MD; 
Robert Ursprung, MD and Alan R. Spitzer, MD

CQI Workshops moderated by Dan Ellsbury, MD 
and Robert Ursprung, MD



Laerdal Solutions for Neonatal Healthcare Providers
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Helping prepare for newborn emergencies.

Treating compromised newborns requires well-trained, high 

functioning teams that communicate well and possess the skills

required to act decisively.   

Laerdal solutions for neonatal healthcare providers help

improve team dynamics and facilitate practice in a risk-free

environment with training kits, simulators and scenarios 

developed with the American Academy of Pediatrics

(AAP) and the American Heart Association (AHA).

Be sure 
to visit us at

NEO '10
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www.laerdal.com

   “The trainees enjoy the realism...
           SimNewB increases their critical thinking...”

                                       –Betty Minton, RNC
              Saint Joseph’s Hospital, Marshfi eld, WI

http://laerdal.com


Thursday Session 
February 11, 2010

Early Decisions in NICU Management

Delivery Room Management: Getting It Right From the Start!
- Judy Aschner, MD, FAAP

Management of Fluid Administration in the First Days of Life
- Jack Lorenz, MD

Mechanical Ventilation: Old School vs. New School              
Approaches - What’s Best? 
- Martin Keszler, MD, FAAP

Management of Babies with Gestational Substance        
Exposure: First Steps in a Long Journey
- Hallam Hurt, MD

Bilirubin Management in the Early Neonatal Period: An  
Update with Clarifications
- Jon Watchko, MD

Panel Q & A

Lunch & Exhibits

Seminars in Neonatology

Legal Aspects of Neonatal Medicine 

I've Been Sued! 
- Jonathan Fanaroff, MD, JD, FAAP 

Medical Record Documentation: You Are What You Write
- Steven M. Donn, MD, FAAP 

Corporate Compliance: Do I Really Have to Know This? 
- C. Morrison Farish, MD, FAAP

Medical Liability, Risk Management, and Quality of Care:         
Do They Relate?
- Steven M. Donn, MD, FAAP  

Welcome Reception / Exhibits Open
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Friday Session 
February 12, 2010

Nagging Issues in the NICU - The Things That Drive            
You Crazy 

The Mechanics and Methods of Milk Delivery to the             
Pre-Term Infant: What Works? 
- Christina Valentine, MD, FAAP

The Chronically Ventilated Patient 
- Jonathan Davis, MD 

Apnea of Prematurity 
- Richard Martin, MD 

The Infant With Osteopenia 
- Frank Greer, MD, FAAP

New Thoughts About ROP 
- Helen Mintz-Hittner, MD 

Panel Q & A

Lunch & Exhibits

Seminars in Neonatology 

Newer Technologies and Therapies in the NICU 

Near Infrared Spectroscopy in the NICU 
- Adre duPlessis, MD 

The Promise of Genomics Proteomics and Metabolomics 
- Alan R. Spitzer, MD 

Amplified, Integrated EEG (aEEG) in the NICU 
- Robert White, MD, FAAP

“Legends of Neonatology Gala and Award Ceremony” (see 
page 11 for additional details)
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NEO 2010 Themes:                                           
•  Neonatal Clinical Quality Improvement     
.   Pre-Conference                                                  
•  Early Decisions in NICU Management       
•  Seminars in Neonatology                               
.  - Legal Aspects of Neonatal Medicine          
.  - Newer Technologies and Therapies in     
.    the NICU                                                             
•   Nagging Issues in the NICU                       
.   - The Things That Drive You Crazy                   
•   Controversial Therapies in Neonatal         
.   Care                                                                   
•   Ethical Aspects of Neonatal Care



8     NEONATOLOGY TODAY  www.NeonatologyToday.net  NEO 2010 Preview Edition - November 2009 

Saturday Session
February 13, 2010

Controversial Therapies in Neonatal Care

High Frequency Ventilation
- Martin Keszler, MD, FAAP

Blood Pressure Management in the NICU
- Keith Barrington, MD

Nitric Oxide Therapy in the Premature Infant 
- Steven Abman, MD 

The Hazards and Benefits of Post-natal Steroids
- Kristi Watterburg, MD

The Management of Neonatal Seizures
- Jeffrey Perlman, MD, FAAP

Panel Q & A 

Afternoon Free

Sunday Session
 February 14, 2010

Ethical Aspects of Neonatal Care 

The Limits of Viability - What Does the Data Tell Us?
- John Lantos, MD, FAAP

Ethical Issues of the Malformed Fetus - An Obstetrical            
Dilemma - Elena Gates, MD

Decision Making and Autonomy in the NICU
- Mark Mercurio, MD

Surgery for the Near-Futile Patient: How Do You Decide?
- Brian Carter, MD, FAAP

General Ethics Questions and Issues

Panel Q & A 

Final Comment

“Each of these sessions has many of the 
foremost experts in the country addressing 
the topics for which they have become        
renowned.”                                                                                     



COURSE DIRECTOR

Dharmapuri Vidyasagar, MD

Professor Emeritus, University of

Illinois at Chicago College of Medicine

SPECIALTY 
REVIEW IN

Neonatology/
Perinatology

2.0
February 12-16, 2010

Orlando

Pediatrix Medical Group is pleased to announce the 
collaboration between Dr. Dharmapuri Vidyasagar 
and our Center for Research and Education.

Join us next February to take part in an intensive 
and comprehensive course designed to strengthen 
your knowledge and skills in the field of 
neonatal-perinatal medicine.

Save 
the 
Date

The Chicago Course has
moved to Orlando!

� Neonatologists who want to stay current in the field 
or prepare for maintenance of certification  

� Neonatology fellows and neonatologists who are 
preparing for initial subspecialty certification or who 
desire a thorough review of the field

� Pediatricians, family practitioners or other health 
professionals seeking a review of neonatal/perinatal 
medicine

Who should attend?
THIS COURSE IS INTENDED FOR THOSE WHO ARE:

http://www.specialtyreview.com/
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WHAT PREVIOUS ATTENDEES SAID ABOUT ‘NEO’

“This was one of the best conferences that I've attended over the past few years.”

“This is the BEST conference I have attended, I thoroughly  enjoyed the sessions and 
thought it  was extremely  well-organized and thought-out. Kudos to the planning 
committee!” 

“Oh my..this was SUCH a great NEO, better than the previous two its difficult to just 
name a few, but if  I must: Matthew Saxonhouse..excellent speaker - definitely  a "re-
peat performance" all of  Saturday and Sunday; Eduardo Bancalari,  Istvan Seri - oh 
now I’ve just about named the entire conference. It truly was great this year.”

“Quality is superb. I would prefer to have 3 full days.”

“Overall, an excellent conference!”

“Really  like it being all general sessions and not  having to make a choice what to 
attend wonderful conference, thank you.”

“Well organized conference with excellent leadership.”

“Great conference!  Keep up the good work.”

“I have attended this conference now for over 15 years and it  gets better every  year. 
Congrats!”

“Excellent conference - plan to return next year.”

“Great conference.  Well organized, exceptional speakers.”

“The conference was by  far the best I have attended, and I have been to many  over 
the past 30 years.”

“Great conference every time.”

“I thought this conference was one of the best I've ever attended! Thank you!”

“I want to thank Pediatrix for this opportunity  to attend this fabulous conference. I 
can't wait until I get to go again.”

“I have enjoyed attending this  conference for the past 3 years and it has improved 
and been expanded very impressively each year.  Congratulations!”

“This was an awesome conference. You had the best of  the best  speakers, the elite 
in their field, and definitely felt like it was worth my time. Plan on attending next year.

“This was the greatest conference in the history  of  the world. I  particularly  enjoyed 
meeting the Director, Business Development and the rest  of  the NEO planning team.  
Dr. Spitzer is amazing too.”

“I thought the overall conference was wonderful. I am especially  glad to see that 
some of  the basics that were stressed when I entered Neonatology  33 years ago 
(thermoregulation) are still important and supported by research.”

“Great conference every time.”



This year, Drs. John A. Clements and George Gregory  will be in-
ducted to the Legends of Neonatology Hall of Fame at  the Gala 
Award Dinner on Friday night, February 12th.

Dr. John A.  Clements is the recipi-
ent of  the 2008 Pollin Prize in rec-
ognition of  his seminal contribu-
tions to our understanding of  how 
lungs hold air,  and to the develop-
ment of  a life saving treatment for 
Respiratory  Distress Syndrome 
(RDS) in infants. Once this coun-
try's largest contributor to infant 
mortal i ty,  neonatal RDS now 
causes very few deaths. 

Dr. Clements is the Emeritus Julius 
H. Comroe, Jr., Professor of  Pul-
monary  Biology,  Emeritus Profes-
sor of  Pediatrics,  and retired mem-
ber of  the Graduate Program in 
Biophysics at the University  of  Cali-
fornia, San Francisco (UCSF). 

Dr. George Gregory  is a pediatric 
anesthesiologist and an interna-
tional expert in the care of  new-
borns before and after surgery. He 
has made numerous contributions 
to neonatology, including the intro-
duction of  continuous positive air-
way  pressure to treat Respiratory 
Distress Syndrome. His current 
research includes innovat ive 
strategies to evaluate and treat 
hypoxic-ischemic encephalopathy. 
He is a Professor of  Anesthesiol-
ogy  at the University  of  California, 
San Francisco, and a member of 
the Cardiovascular Research Insti-
tute.

Dr. Gregory  earned his medical degree at UCSF and is board cer-
tified in anesthesiology. 

The Neonatology  Hall of  Fame was started in 2007. The past hon-
orees include: 
• Virginia Apgar (deceased)
• Mary Ellen Avery 
• Robert Bartlett 
• Maria Delivoria-Papadopoulos 
• Avroy Fanaroff 
• Marshall Klaus 
• Jerold Lucey 
• William Norwood 
• Lucille Ann Papile 
• Mildred Stahlman

The Gala Award Ceremony  will take take place Friday  night  from 
7:00 pm - 10:30 pm.

NT

Legends of Neonatology Gala Award Ceremony

“This year, Drs. John A. Clements and 
George Gregory will be inducted to the                    
Neonatology Hall of Fame.”                                                                                     

The Neonatology Hall of Fame was started 
in 2007.  The past honorees include: 
• Virginia Apgar (deceased)
• Mary Ellen Avery 
• Robert Bartlett 
• Maria Delivoria-Papadopoulos 
• Avroy Fanaroff 
• Marshall Klaus 
• Jerold Lucey 
• William Norwood 
• Lucille Ann Papile 
• Mildred Stahlman

NEONATOLOGY TODAY  www.NeonatologyToday.net  NEO 2010 Preview Edition - November 2009     11



…
…

…
…

…
…

…
…

…
…

…
…

..C
ut

 h
er

e…
…

…
…

…
…

…
…

…
..…

…
...

.

mailto:neo@experient-inc.com
http://www.neoconference.com/
http://www.neoconference.com/


Levetown, M. & the Committee on Bioethics. Communicating 
with children and families. Pediatrics 2008; 121(5)e1441-e1460.

We look forward to meeting you at 
NEO - The Conference for Neonatology.

Visit our booth in the exhibitor hall.

At Pediatrix, communication is central to everything we
do.  We invest in educational opportunities to help our
neonatologists as they implement practical aspects of 
cutting-edge care; we also invest in tools to help parents
understand the treatment their babies receive.  For us,
providing a high level of clear communication to those
who depend upon it is part of our mission to take great
care of the patient ™.

Become that communicator. Join the Pediatrix team.

To learn more about neonatology positions available 
nationwide, please visit our Web site at

www.pediatrix.com/neojobstoday.

800.243.3839, extension 6512
Fax 800.765.9859    physician_recruit@pediatrix.com

http://www.pediatrix.com/neojobstoday
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NEO 2010 Hotel Accommodations 
The Hilton-Waldorf Astoria Bonnet 

Creek Resort, Orlando, FL
14100 Bonnet Creek Resort Lane, 

Orlando, FL 32821

To Make a Hotel Reservation
Online: www.neoconference.com. 
Fax: 847. 996.5401 
Mail: NEO Conference 
℅ Experient Registration and Housing 
568 Atrium Drive
Vernon Hills, IL 60061

CME ACCREDITATION

Physician Accreditation: Pediatrix Medi-
cal Group,Inc. is accredited by  the Ac-
creditation Council for Continuing Medical 
Education (ACCME) to provide continuing 
medical education for physicians. Pediatrix 
Medical Group, Inc. designates this educa-
tional activity  for a maximum of  28.5 AMA 
PRA Category I Credits™. 

Physicians should only  claim credit  com-
mensurate with the extent of  their partici-
pation in the activity.  Pre-Conference CQI 
Day  - 7.75 hours NEO - The Conference 
for Neonatology - 20.75 hours 

Nursing Accreditation: MEDNAX Center 
for Research and Education is accredited 
as a provider of  continuing nursing educa-
tion by  the American Nurses Credentialing 
Center's Commission on Accreditation.

Pre-Conference Quality Summit: 7.75 
continuing nursing education (CNE) con-
tact hours offered.  NEO - The Conference 
for Neonatology: 20.75 CNE contact hours 
offered.

DISCLOSURE STATEMENT

Disclosure of Financial Relationships and 
Resolution of Conflicts of Interest is de-
signed to ensure quality,  objective, bal-
anced, and scientifically rigorous continu-
ing education activities. All individuals  in a 
position to influence and/or control the 
content of continuing education activities 
have been asked to disclose all relevant 
financial relationships with in the past 12 
months. Beyond disclosure of relevant  
financial relationships, faculty are required 
to disclose when they plan to discuss 
pharmaceuticals and/or medical devices 
that are not approved by the FDA and/or 
medical or surgical procedures that involve 
an unapproved or "off-label" use of  an 
approved device or pharmaceutical. 
MEDNAX/Pediatrix Medical Group, Inc.  is 
committed to providing learners with 
commercially unbiased continuing educa-
tion activities.

NEO CONFERENCE PLANNING 

COMMITTEE & GUEST FACULTY

Planning Committee: 

David Auerbach, MD
Sally Blashfield, Office Manager
David Burchfield, MD
Reese Clark, MD
Willa Drummond, MD
Simon Frisch, MBA
Melanie Pepper, MS, NNP-BC
Jose Perez, MD 
Janet Samuel, Meeting Planner
Alan R. Spitzer, MD

Guest Faculty:

Steven Abman, MD
Judy Aschner, MD, FAAP
Keith Barrington, MD
Brian Carter, MD, FAAP
Jonathan Davis, MD
Steven M. Donn, MD, FAAP
Adre duPlessis, MD
Dan Ellsbury, MD
Jonathan Fanaroff, MD, JD, FAAP
C. Morrison Farish, MD, FAAP 
Elena Gates, MD
Frank Greer, MD
Hallam Hurt, MD
Martin Keszler, MD, FAAP
John Lantos, MD, FAAP
John Lorenz, MD
Richard Martin, MD
Mark Mercurio, MD
Helen Mintz-Hittner, MD
Jeffrrey Perlman, MD, FAAP
Alan R. Spitzer, MD
Robert Ursprung, MD. MMSc
Christina Valentine, MD,, FAAP
Jon Watchko, MD
Kristi Watterberg, MD
Robert White, MD, FAAP
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NEO 2011 will take place from February 
24-27, 2011 at The Walt Disney®  World 
Swan & Dolphin Resorts, Orlando, FL

Save the date!



Submit your 
proposed article to 

  RichardK@Neonate.biz    

        
                                                                          

The final manuscript may be between 
400-4,000 words, 

contain pictures, graphs, 
charts and tables. 

NEONATOLOGY TODAY
www. NeonatologyToday.net 

Do you or your colleagues have interesting 
research results, observations, human interest 

stories, reports of meetings, etc. that you would 
like to share with the neonatology community?

mailto:richardk@neonate.biz


Enhanced Detection for Rapid Response.  

Reveal new insights with the INVOS System.

My gut ischemia was discovered 
early with the help of rSO
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Continued innovation in NIRS data...via Vital Sync.™  Enhance patient assessment by 
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